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skill thereby firmly established. He boldly testified
to his faith in it by appointing Drs. Mackenzie and
Irwin to regular attendance on himself and the male
members of his family ; Dr. Irwin even accompanied
him on his tour abroad in 1896.

Not long after her recovery Lady Li became a
mother, to the Viceroy's great satisfaction. He had
previously made provision for the continuance of
his line and the performance of its ancestral worship
by the adoption of a nephew, son of his deceased
elder brother, Li Chao-ching. This adopted son,
Li Ching-fang, commonly known in later life as
Lord Li, has served his country as Chinese Minister
in London, Tokyo, and other posts. In politics,
under the Manchus, he was distinguished by his
sympathies for the Japanese, as opposed to the
Russian, diplomatic programme. After the passing
of the dynasty, and during the dangerous days of the
Revolution of 1911-12, he sought refuge in retirement
at Dairen. Throughout his career he has never been
remarkable for energy or originality in politics.
His conduct of affairs has been characterised by
his adopted father's shrewdness, but lacking in his
courage and initiative. If common report speaks
truly,, he possesses all Li Hung-chang's acquisitive
propensities > and a very prudent caution in avoiding
any line of action which might prove unprofitable
to the Li family in general and Li Ching-fang in par-
ticular. He certainly foresaw the collapse of Sun
Yat-sen?s fantastic programme of representative
and republican government for China, and accu-
rately gauged its inevitable consequences of military
despotism and widespread disorder.

In studying the career of Li Hung-chang and its